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Does repairability affect electronic products prices ?  

A case study for washing machines 

The French government has introduced a repairability index for electrical and electro-

nic products in 2021 to tackle programmed obsolescence. The index aims to inform 

consumers about their ability to extend the use time and life span of the products 

concerned. To estimate consumers’ willingness to pay for repairability, this study in-

vestigates the impact of the repairability index on the price of washing machines. 

Using Hedonic Pricing Modeling and causal inference (Instrumental Variables and 

Regression Discontinuity Design), our findings show that the repairability index positi-

vely affects the washing machine price. The causal impact estimated using the instru-

mental variables is 3.1% of price. The average treatment of repairability provided by 

regression discontinuity design is 2.2% of price. 
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