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Since the 1990s, entrepreneurship researchers have been 

trying to understand the international trajectories followed by 

Early Internationalizing Firms (EIFs).  Recently, many of them 

have been promoting a better understanding of their trajectory 

in the years following their first internationalisation through the 

dynamic capabilities approach. This approach could indeed ex-

plain how EIFs sustain themselves in uncertain and dynamic 

markets. Therefore, by exploring 16 cases of EIFs, we propose a 

model based on the micro-foundations of dynamic capabilities 

to understand the mechanisms generating international growth 

of EIFs.  
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