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The concept of utility services poverty refers to difficulties in satisfying a set  

of basic utility services in housing such as energy (electricity), water and sewerage. 

Two main goals of development is to ensure (i) “availability and sustainable manage-

ment of water and sanitation” and (ii) access to modern energy sources. One of the 

problematics for Mahorais households is the access to safe, clean and affordable 

essential utility services. Using a class latent methodology to evaluate utility  

services poverty in Mayotte Island, we propose a methodology to identify utility  

services poor’s households. Thus, we show that monetary poor’s are not necessary 

utility services poor’s. This approach allows us to characterize four households’ pro-

files with a scale of vulnerability. We demonstrate that access to water is more  

discriminating than access to electricity in defining utility services poverty. Top  

priority to fight utility services poverty should be given firstly to water access and  

sanitary facilities. Public policies that aim to support only the monetary poor’s do not 

solve all the problems of access to utility services in French territories.  

Policies should not be distributed according to income but to facilities access and 

living conditions.  
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