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A s s e t  i n t e n s i v e  e c o s ys t e m s :  p a t h  c r e a t i o n  

and governance of tensions  

The ongoing energy transition requires materializing new and complex value pro-

positions, a complex endeavour due to the existence of path dependency, that is, 

the tendency of a self-reinforcing process where each step taken in a given path 

increases the likelihood that future steps will reproduce and reinforce this path, 

even when it is not optimal. Transitions overcome path dependency through pro-

cesses of path creation driven jointly by a variety of actors who form ecosystems 

that mobilise and coordinate existing and novel resources. Because these ecosys-

tems are resource intensive and face a high level of uncertainty, they face great 

governance challenges. Our conceptual development finds that governance chal-

lenges appearas three underlying tensions that shape collective path creation in 

ecosystems: collectiveindividual, value capture-value appropriation and efficiency-

flexibility. (…) 
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