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Balancing the costs and rewards of multidisciplinary research in individual scho-

larly production: The role of collaboration networks

Multidisciplinary research is known to enhance the productivity of scientists only

if they are able to deal with particularly challenging epistemic, institutional, and
normative barriers. We argue that specific collaboration network configurations,
particularly strong ties and brokerage, are instrumental to address these chal-
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lenges and ultimately succeed with a multidisciplinary research strategy. Using
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kerage. Reversely, brokerage is detrimental to a specialization strategy. Moreo-

weaker ties.
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